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Introduction 

 
It is one thing […] to make mention of the 
trials of a missionary, and quite another 
thing to experience them.  
(Missionary Levi Parsons to Mr. Cyrus 
Byington)1 

 
 
 

The story of the establishment of American overseas missions began when 
five Williams College students took shelter under a haystack to protect 
themselves from the imminent danger of a thunderstorm in August 1806. 
Under the stack, the students, led by Samuel J. Mills, talked about the 
“moral darkness in Asia,” and Mills proposed to start an overseas mission 
in order to send the gospel to that “dark and heathen land.” All of the stu-
dents except one took to the idea. That one opposed the idea on the premis-
es that it would be a premature attempt, that the missionaries would be 
murdered and “Christian armies must subdue the country before the Gospel 
could be sent to the Turks and Arabs.” In his reply, Mills told him that the 
work would be carried out and the Roman adage would prove true, “Vox 
populi vox Dei.” After the discussion, he supposedly told the others “let us 
make it a subject of prayer, under this haystack, while the dark clouds are 
going, and the clear sky is coming.”2 The Haystack Meeting soon bore fruit 

                                                             
1  Levi Parsons. “Palestine Mission: Letter from Mr. Parsons to Mr. Cyrus Bying-

ton.” The Missionary Herald, April (1822): 109. 
2  The story was told by an eyewitness, Byram Green, who was present at the hay-

stack meeting, and his account was quoted by Arthur L. Perry. (Arthur L. Perry. 
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in the foundation of the first American overseas missionary organization, 
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM). 
Today, a twelve-foot monument marks the sight of the haystack prayer 
meeting. There is a stone globe representing the Earth on top of the monu-
ment, and an inscription underneath reads “The Field is the World.” The 
surrounding area, which at the time of the incident was called Sloan’s 
meadow, was later named Mission Park.  

The founding myth of the Board points to a vivid imagery that can also 
be seen in the seal of the Board. On the seal, a white man standing in an 
opening or a field stretches out his arm and offers the Bible (the Word) to a 
kneeling, half naked indigenous person, under rays of light diffusing from 
above. There is also a plant behind the kneeling person. The inscription 
around the seal is a quotation from the Bible, Mark 16:15: “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”3 The light implied in 
the story of Samuel J. Mills via reference to clear skies after a dark sky is 
shown in the seal, along with the references to the ‘field’ and ‘growth’ (the 
plant).  

The activities that the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions conducted in the Ottoman Empire constitute an interesting part of 
the entangled history of the United States and the Middle East. The Ameri-
can Board started the first American Protestant mission in the Ottoman 
Empire, and up until the collapse of the Empire remained one of the most 
widespread and effective missionary societies. This work is a conceptual 
metaphor analysis against the backdrop of the history of a cultural encoun-
ter, which also makes it a history beyond the idea of two self-contained his-
tories at a transcultural and transnational level. Moreover, the study of mis-
sionary texts is an opportunity for evaluating outstanding travel writing. 
The missionary establishment is such an essential part of both Turkish and 
American histories that during his visit to Turkey, Barack Obama referred 
to Robert College, a school in Istanbul founded by the missionaries of the 

                                                                                                                          
Williamstown and Williams College. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons 
(1899): 361-362.) 

3  Douglas K. Showalter. “The 1810 Formation of the American Board of Com-
missioners for Foreign Missions.” The Role of the American Board in the World. 
Eds. Clifford Putney, Paul T. Burlin. Eugene: Wipf & Stock (2012): 7. 
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American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 1863, as fol-
lows:  

 
So as President, I'd like to find new ways to connect young Americans to young 
people all around the world, by supporting opportunities to learn new languages, and 
serve and study, welcoming students from other countries to our shores. That's al-
ways been a critical part of how America engages the world. That's how my father, 
who was from Kenya, from Africa, came to the United States and eventually met my 
mother. It's how Robert College was founded so long ago here in Istanbul.4  

 
The present work ascertains the network of kindred allusions as presented 
in official missionary texts from the field of the Ottoman mission in the of-
ficial magazine of the Board, The Missionary Herald. The study detects 
how the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions articulat-
ed, and appropriated the discursive formations and academic and intellectu-
al production of Congregationalist American Protestantism in the Ottoman 
Empire in the years 1820-1898. It also examines and explains a specific 
discourse originating from ‘liberal’ American Protestantism, which was 
adopted, appropriated (or re-invented) and diffused by the missionaries 
with the intention of civilizing the ‘corrupted Christians’ and ‘the heathen,’ 
and which was received and countered by both the Ottoman State as well as 
other religious groups.  

The allusions involved here are metaphorical by nature and display a 
conceptual trait. There is something more to the texts in terms of conceptu-
al background than meets the eye. It is suggested that there are conceptual 
metaphorical networks inherent to the official missionary discourse, that the 
missionary discourse constitutes a narrative, and that those networks consti-
tute a core structure in that narrative. Moreover, it is claimed that the con-
ceptual metaphorical formations contribute as a key element to the rise and 
formation of a missionary narrative.  

The assumption is that the detection and explication of such networks 
will uncover the ways the missionaries: 
 
1. Defined and depicted themselves and their organization, 

                                                             
4   “Remarks of President Barack Obama at Student Roundtable,” 2 May 2009, 

URL = http://www.whitehouse.gov [view date: 24 June 2015]. 
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2. Defined and conveyed their actions, activities and purpose, 
3. Managed their institutional sense-making through a coherent narrative, 
4. Defined and depicted the ‘other’, including individuals, groups, peo-

ples, geographical locations, political entities and systems, religious 
and political opinions, cultural formations, and actions, 

5. And how they brought all these constituents together in a coherent nar-
rative without missing the point that the Board was a purposeful organ-
ization conducting a transnational operation. 

 
As the narrative does not occur in a vacuum, the study at the same time 
stresses and examines three historical processes that form the background. 
These processes are the historical Congregationalist background, the histo-
ry of the ABCFM in the Ottoman Empire, and the question and implemen-
tation of modernity by the missionaries and the Ottoman state, as well as 
the Ottoman state’s reaction to the ABCFM against this background. 

The first chapter is a historical survey of the ABCFM in the Ottoman 
Empire. The chapter starts with the preceding historical background infor-
mation on American Congregationalism, with the focus on the ABCFM’s 
activities and establishment. The commencement of the mission, important 
events and turning points in mission history, its work in printing, education 
and the medical field, and the transformation of the mission establishments 
in the Republic of Turkey to this day, are all examined with factual data 
and figures.  

The second chapter focuses on the theory and methodology, and also 
poses several research questions. In the light of these questions, the issue of 
conceptual metaphor is introduced. Since the missionary texts are consid-
ered to constitute a narrative, a narratological examination and theoretical 
background is provided. The chapter proceeds with the discussion of these 
conceptual and narrative elements as components of a narrative with story 
and discourse components and Blending Theory is proposed and presented 
as an analytic tool.  

In the third chapter, the conceptual metaphor networks are presented 
from the first ten years of the Ottoman mission. It is believed that the 
founding years are representative of missionary discourse and that the ten-
year period is adequate to provide the reader with representative data on its 
conceptual formations. The chapter starts with the relevant Congregational-
ist history and proceeds with the discussion of metaphor networks. A sec-



INTRODUCTION | 13 

tion on the non-metaphorical linguistic use of invectives is also added to 
display the complete imagological extent of missionary discourse. 

The fourth chapter dwells on the application of the metaphors and the 
conceptual domains of the founding years in different settings and periods. 
For this purpose, two case studies have been chosen. The first study focuses 
on the failed attempt at proselytization among the Muslims, 1856-1865. 
The second study is on the missionary responses to the Armenian Massa-
cres of 1894-1896. Both time periods are discussed with reference to the 
historical and political background and the use of missionary conceptuali-
zations are scrutinized in detail. 

Fifth chapter deals with the notion of modernity as a greater back-
ground for the missionary narrative. In this chapter, the notion of moderni-
ty, missionary and Congregationalist stances regarding the notion, and the 
reaction of Ottoman state against the missionaries in the context of moder-
nity are scrutinized. 

In the conclusion, the data discussed in the previous chapters are pre-
sented collectively and the use of conceptual metaphors and other concep-
tual tools at different periods are discussed comparatively. In addition, the 
real world repercussions of missionary activities and the ability of mission-
ary discourse to cope with that reality is explained. 

The work heavily relies on the analysis of issues of The Missionary 
Herald from the relevant period, since almost all of the references to the 
missionary discourse are taken from The Missionary Herald. The magazine 
contains correspondence, impressions, reports, and travel notes by the mis-
sionaries, editorial opinions and evaluations, and theoretical writings re-
garding missionary work. As a result, it is an invaluable source of primary 
material. Moreover, since the missionaries’ correspondence and journals 
were edited prior to publication and only material approved by the Board 
was published, it can also be assumed that the magazine reflects the ideolo-
gy of the Board in a strict sense. 

Some important points should be noted regarding the quotations from 
The Missionary Herald: differences in punctuation, capitalization and the 
use of words that have become obsolete or old-fashioned are among the 
frequent elements in the quotations that may confuse contemporary readers. 
In addition, some proper names (especially those of cities) are written dif-
ferently. Thus, for instance, Beirut was referred to as Beyroot or Beyrout. 
Other problematic points are the use of italics, punctuation, and anonymous 
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remarks. When these points are kept in mind, the quotations can be regard-
ed in their linguo-historical context. Furthermore, in many instances the use 
of commas after complementizers does not comply with modern English 
grammar. 

Place names are predominantly given according to modern Turkish us-
age. Where the place names are clear in the missionary texts no further ex-
planation has been given. To illustrate, the missionary use of Constantino-
ple has not been corrected, but the name Istanbul is used in the dissertation.  

The conceptual metaphors are displayed either in lower case bold char-
acters or upper case bold characters in 12 points. Where the metaphors are 
subcases of a master metaphor they are written in lower case. Master meta-
phors are written in upper case. In order to detect the metaphors, the Master 
Metaphor List compiled by George Lakoff, Jane Espenson, Adele Goldberg 
and Alan Schwartz between 1989 and 1991 at the University of California 
at Berkeley has been used.5 

This study aims at dwelling on the missionary narrative and discourse 
from a literary and comparative perspective by considering the historical 
background as well. Through this approach, the linguistic expressions of 
profound conceptual metaphor and parable networks are examined thor-
oughly.6 The textual analysis enriched by a historical focus sheds light on a 
narrative that is created in the context of mobility of people and ideas as 
well as encounters related to these processes of motion in the nineteenth 
century. Research on American missionary activities in the Ottoman Em-
pire has almost exclusively focused on its historical aspects and signifi-
cance.7 To date, no systematic investigation has examined the conceptual 

                                                             
5  George Lakoff, Jane Espenson, Alan Schwartz. Master Metaphor List, Second 

Draft Copy. Berkeley: University of California Berkeley, Cognitive Linguistics 
Group (1991). 

6  Theory and methodology is discussed in the second chapter. 
7  To name a few, Hans Lukas Kieser’s Nearest East: American Millenialism and 

Mission to the Middle East (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2010) is a 
history of the ABCFM mission to Ottoman and post-Ottoman Middle East. Jo-
seph L. Grabill’s book Protestant Diplomacy and Near East: Missionary Influ-
ence on American Foreign Policy, 1810-1927 (Minneapolis: University of Min-
nesota Press, 1971) approaches the missionary activities in terms of their diplo-
matic impact. James Field Jr. in a similar examines the missionary activities in 
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basis of American missionary narrative regarding the Ottoman Empire. 
This study fills that gap by analyzing the missionary narrative with literary, 
narratological, and linguistic tools in its historical context. 

                                                                                                                          
the general context of American involvement with the Mediterranean world in 
his influential work America and the Mediterranean World 1776-1882 (New 
Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1969). The Role of the American Board in 
the World (Eds. Clifford Putney, Paul T. Burlin. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2012) 
is a compilation of articles focusing on the global impact of the ABCFM activi-
ties in nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Frank Andrews Stone’s Academies for 
Anatolia (California: Caddo Gap Press, 2005) is the history of the educational 
establishments of the Board in Anatolia. Ak in Somel’s article "Christian Com-
munity Schools During the Ottoman Reform Period" ( Late Ottoman Society: 
The Intellectual Legacy. Ed. Elisabeth Özdalga. London: Routledge Press 
(2005): 254-273) and Benjamin C. Fortna’s book Imperial Classroom (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2002) deal with the issue of education in late Ottoman 
society. Ussama Makdisi’s book Artillery of Heaven: American Missionaries 
and the Failed Conversion of the Middle East (Ithaca: Cornel University Press, 
2008) offers original ideas on how the missionary activities contributed to the 
emergence of an Arab identity especially in Syria and Lebanon. 




